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May  Ride Report  by Debby Kirkwood 

 

¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŀƭƭ Řŀȅ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƻ YŜǾƛƴ aŎYŜƴȊƛŜΩǎ ǿŀǎ 
canned due to ς what else ς rain.  Kevin and 
!ǊǘƘǳǊ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǘ YŜǾƛƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ  tƭŀƴ 
B, saw about 14 riders depart the show grounds 
on a drizzly morning for a half day ride.  The 
weather and the horses were all really fresh.  
Mine kicked up her back legs from the club shed 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŘŜƻ ǎƘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ DǊŀƘŀƳ .ŀƛƭŜȅΩǎ ƘƻǊǎŜ 
decided to have a bucking fit.  Unfortunately, 
Graham was off and hurt, thus his ride for the day 
ended there.  Once we were sure Graham would 
be okay we left him in the capable hands of 
Arthur, Chris Giles, Chris and Heather Bailey.  The 
ride headed up past the cemetery and down 
[ŀŎŜȅΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ wƻŀŘΦ  ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ 5ƛŎƪ .ŀƪŜǊΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
there were some frisky and very cute calves 
prancing about and many flowing water crossings 

to wade through.  We climbed up the hill sides 
and met some strong winds at the top.  We 
ǘǊŜƪƪŜŘ ƻƴ Ǿƛŀ aŀǘŀǊŀƴƪŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WǳŦŦΩǎ 
Crossing where the water was gushing over the 
causeway.  At first glance my thought was, 
Ψ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘǘŀ ōŜ ƪƛŘŘƛƴƎΩΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŀƭƭ 
followed each other through.  You could feel the 
strength of the water pulling the horses legs as 
we crossed.   Everyone got through okay.  We 
then returned to the show grounds via Flewell-
{ƳƛǘƘΩǎΦ  5ǊƛȊȊƭŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ōeginning to fall whilst 
travelling along Edmonds court.  Chris Giles was 
setting out lunch, assisted by Graham Bailey, who 
was looking much better than when we left him.  
And it was good to have Graham Court join us for 
lunch. 

 

Founded September 1994 - Incorporated 10 March 1995 

This monthôs topics............... 

 Mayôs Ride Report 

 Toogoolawah Ride Report & Photos 

 Dayboro Day Report 

 NO Avocado 

 Sponsors & Shirts 

 Bits & Pieces 

http://www.dayborotrailriders.com.au/


Nwsltrjun2009 

 

2 

 
Toogoolawah Week End by Kayleen Giles 

 

After packing the thermals, heater, slippers etc in 
anticipation of the freezing weather 17 members 
set off on Friday to Toogoolawah Showgrounds 
for a weekend of riding with Brisbane Valley Trail 
Riders.  
After setting up camp we headed into town for 
dinner at the pub. Our table was adorned with 
Ψ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ 5ŀȅōƻǊƻ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ wƛŘŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ {Ŏƻǘǘ 
Strachan President of BVTR greeted us and made 
us feel very welcome. After our meal and some 
complementary wine we adjourned to the bar to 
listen to some live country/rock music before 
heading home to bed in readiness for the ride. 
Saturday morning we awoke to cloud but no sign 
of the forecasted showers thank goodness. Thirty 
five riders set out just after 9:00am for the all day 
ride with provisions for the day in saddle bags. 
Heading out of the showgrounds we followed the 
rail/trail along, Scott filled us in at different 
sections on the history of the rail and surrounding 
district. The country of Toogoolawah is quite 
different from Dayboro we rode through vast 
areas of flat very well grassed paddocks all a 
lovely flaxen colour, occasional windmills, lightly 
wooded areas and undulating hills all dotted with 
termite mounds. Morning tea was under a fig 
tree with views back to Toogoolawah and out to 
the surrounding farmland. After morning tea we 
headed higher giving us even greater views 
before coming down to a dam to stop for lunch 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ 5ǊƛȊŀōƻƴŜΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ 
as we set off after lunch in anticipation of the 
heavy clouds approaching, we were fortunate to 
only encounter a brief shower. Those 
adventurous enough were given the opportunity 
to head away from the group for a canter over 
the hills before rejoining further along the trail, 
around 10 riders headed away from the group to 
kick up their heels. 
Last drink stop for the horses saw 2 horses decide 
ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƻƻ ǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎΣ ƻƴŜ ōŜƛƴƎ DŜƳƳŀΩǎ 
ƘƻǊǎŜ ΨbŀǾŀƘƻŜΩ ǿƘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŀƛŘ Řƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ DŜƳƳŀ 
aboard, Gemma emerged completely soaked and 
ΨbŀǾΩ ŘǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǿŜǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎŀŘŘƭŜΦ bŀǾŀƘƻŜ 

ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ along 
the track decided to lie down and roll in the dirt 
and yes you guessed it poor Gemma was on his 
back. Fortunately no one was injured and Gemma 
as always smiled her way through the whole 
event. The group was given another opportunity 
to branch off for a canter before reaching the 
showgrounds.  
 
Horses hosed off and bedded down, riders freshly 
showered and time for happy hour. We gathered 
ŀǘ tŜǘŜΩǎ Ŧƭƻŀǘ ǘƘŜƴ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊƛŘŜǊΩǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ 
some of the best tasting pizzas for our evening 
meal. The stars twinkled and the night grew 
colder and once again there was talk on how crisp 
it would be in the morning before we headed to 
ōŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǊƛŘŜΦ 
 
In the early hours of the morning we awoke to 
rain falling on the tent, not a good sign. Five 
Dayboro members joined 5 other riders amongst 
them a Shetland pony with a young lad of around 
8y.o for a faster paced ride on Sunday. We 
started along the rail trail spotting kangaroo as 
we trotted and cantered along.  Four of the group 
including the Shetland pony headed around the 
hill and we cantered off down the paddock 
before picking our way carefully up the steep 
rocky slope to the top for a misty view of the 
surrounding countryside on a clear day Scott told 
us you can see to Esk. After a photo shoot with 
Phil giving us a display of his agility we headed 
back down eventually meeting up with the others 
before heading back to the showgrounds in the 
rain, we hosed off the horses in the rain, said our 
thank you for a great weekend to Scott and Col 
and headed for home. 
 
We all had a great weekend and BVTR would like 
to make this an annual event with our club. And, 
ƴƻΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜǊƳŀƭǎΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ L ŘƛŘ ǳǎŜ 
the heater and my slippers (but only because I 
could!)! 

 
 

 

 

 

If you have any articles of interest, advertising, stories or photos that you would like included in this 

publication please contact Debby on 0438763312 or email on gdkirk@tpg.com.au 
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I offer a ôspecialõ 
discount to Dayboro 

Trailriders club 
members when using 

my veterinary 
service . 

The above 

photos are from 

the recent 

Toogoolawah 

weekend.  Read 

about the ride 

previous page 



Nwsltrjun2009 

 

4 

Dayboro Day Ride by Kayleen Giles 

 

Clear skies and plenty of sunshine greeted us on Dayboro Day as members in their club shirts set off for a 
short ride before the parade. Due to the recent floods and the river being too high to cross we set off via 
Mt Mee Rd into town, down the lane and behind the servo out onto railway street, even though we had 
put witches hats and a barricade to prevent cars from sealing our exit motorbikes still blocked our exit. 
Fortunately the culprit soon appeared when we were about to move the bike. We followed the usual route 
down railway street into Butlers flats then onto Strong Rd, we then turned right and headed for Juffs Rd 
unfortunately Selwyn & Lee were unable to join us for the ride so after brief salutations we continued on 
our way along old Cream Truck Rd turning back to town along Laidlaw Street our route meandered through 
ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜȄƛǘƛƴƎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳō ǘƻ ŀǿŀƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘŜΦ ΨwƻŎƪȅΩ ǘƘŜƴ 
ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƻŦ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƭǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ Ƴƛƴƛ ǊƻŘŜƻ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ[ŀŘȅΩ ŀƴŘ [ƛǎŀ 
involuntarily joining in the performance. Fortunately no one was injured. Nikita did not have a horse for 
the parade so did a great job of carrying our banner and leading us in the parade.  
 

 

Horse vs. Avocado 
I was having a chat with the property owner where my horse is agisted.  He told me the horse had been 
lying down a lot and eaten all the leaves off of a shrubby little tree in the corner of the paddock.  As it 
turned out the small shrub was in fact a struggling avocado tree that was now a mere stick poking out of 
the ground.  A small alarm bell rang as I had a vague recollection of someone telling me that horses and 
ŀǾƻŎŀŘƻǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛȄΦ  aȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ όŀ small animal vet nurse) is constantly telling me the budgie cannot have 
avocado or chocolate, as ƛǘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǘƻȄƛŎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ.  Sƻ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ L ǿŀǎ ƳƛȄƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ 
up.  In order to play it safe I rang the local vet and it turns out avocado is also highly toxic to horses.  Not 
just the fruit, but the foliage, the lot.  Lƴ Ƴȅ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ŎŀǎŜ ǎƘŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊed colic, extreme dehydration, some 
diahorrea, fluid build up around her intestines and heart, with the potential of a resulting heart attack.  
There is no cure as such, only methods for managing the symptoms, such as buckets of luke warm water 
with a blob of molasses to encourage water intake, food supplements to help the gut.  Lots of TLC and a 
close eye on the situation with panic attacks when she sits or lies down for longer than normal periods at a 
time, or stumbles when she heads to the water trough. 
 
Thus, I jumped on the ƴŜǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŦƻ ƻƴ ΨǘƻȄƛŎ ǘƻ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘΣ ŀǎ Ƴƻǎǘ όƘƻǊǎŜȅύ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ LΩǾŜ 
spoken to had no idea avos were toxic.  Items that top the list of what Horses should not eat: peanut 
butter or peanuts (no nuts of any kind), avocados, potatoes, garlic, rhubarb, tobacco, cherries, tomatoes, 
fresh grass clippings (from lawn mowing), fresh bread, doughnuts, pastries, (any bread becomes doughy 
in the gut & can cause impaction colic), chocolate, tea or soda, onions.  Not all of these items will have 
immediate effect, like the avocado, some will build up over time.  A very comprehensive Australian list of 
what is toxic to, or can affect animals including horses (and livestock) can be found on the internet at 
http://www.weeds.mangrovemountain.net/horses.html  
 
t{Υ  /Ǌȅǎǘŀƭ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƪŀȅΣ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
quite out of the woods yet.   Anyone who knows her will know how noisy 
and boisterous she is.  !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΣ ƛt was great to hear her 
singing out again and bailing up the school kids on their way home.  
Unfortunately she has learnt nothing from the experience, as she moved 
on to the orange and macadamia tree leaves.   All fruit trees in her vicinity 

are now electrified for her safety and their protection.  
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